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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

March 7, 2021 
 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 
In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the  

Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod. 
If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 
Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County 

face coverings are required throughout the worship service. 
If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available 
online:  Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
March 7, 2021 Third Sunday in Lent  

Introduction to the day 
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: 
the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the 
statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are 
to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of 
the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce 
and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our 
baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and 
mercy in our communities and the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

MINISTRY OF ZION 
*KYRIE 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  
C Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the 
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them 
how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of 
worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, 
trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 
 
A reading from Exodus. 
1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath 
day and consecrated it. 
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 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 19 (Spoken responsively) 
 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the 
world, where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 
again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.  
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
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12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | 
over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in 
your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
*GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 
When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death 
and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that 
the center itself has changed. 
P The holy gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign 
can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 
had spoken. 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
*CREED 
P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all 

in need. 
(Response to the petitions) 
P Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING  
 
Create in Me a Clean Heart 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
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Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

Come to this meal and be fed. 

COMMUNION SONG 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION 
Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you. 
 
*TABLE BLESSING  
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 
P You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen. 
 
*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 

Pr. Lynne Ogren 
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 
Ushers: Sharon Nordahl 
Lector: Laurie Bentley  

Communion Assistant: Laurie Bentley, Karen Combs 
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Frieda Tyler, Louise Perkins, 
Jeanne Mattson 
 
Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 
Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison, Marvin Beck 
 
Social Concern of the Month: Intermountain is a nationally recognized nonprofit 
providing hope and healing to children, youth, and families in need of improved mental 
and behavioral health. In support of this important ministry, we invite you to contribute to 
their work as an additional offering this month. Please mark your check Intermountain. 
You can also pick up a coin can to collect “Change for Children” throughout the month.   
 For more information on Intermountain, check out their website: www.intermountain.org 
 
 
 
 

http://www.intermountain.org/
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Week of  03/8-03/14 
Tues 9:30am  Rachel Circle 

  Wed 12:00pm Men Over Lunch at the Elks 
   1:00pm Lenten Worship   

 3:30pm            BLAST 
 3:45pm Confirmation 
 7:00pm Lenten Discussion Via Zoom 
Thur 9:00am Quilting 
 1:30pm Ruth Circle 
 4:00pm Hosanna Circle 
Sun 9:30am Worship  
 

 
 

Serving on Staff: 
Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 
    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 
Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 
E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   

 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85091244110?pwd=UjVCL1k5SHlRZnI1a0lUazhJbkY1QT09
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

