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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

February 21, 2021 

 
 

 

Welcome to worship today! 

In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the  

Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod. 

If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County 

face coverings are required throughout the worship service. 

If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available 

online:  Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

February 21, 2021 First Sunday in Lent 

 

Introduction to the day 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the 

death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five 

covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which 

to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with 

the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with 

us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole 

world. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

*KYRIE 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 

may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  

C Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, 

and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew 

us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe 

may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys 

the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine 

destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses 

humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 

A reading from Genesis. 

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant 

with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, 

the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 

out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut 

off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 

living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring 

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant 

that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will 

see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of 

all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 

have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 (Spoken responsively)  

 1To | you, O LORD, 

  I lift | up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

  and teach | me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, 

O LORD. 

 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way.  

 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 

  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
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*GOSPEL: Mark 1:9-15 

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan 

so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 

P The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 

wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 

waited on him. 

  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all 

in need. 

(Response to petitions) 

P Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 

P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING  

 

Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence, 

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 



9 
 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

Lamb of God 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

P You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C Amen. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI  
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

Serving Us: 
Pr. Lynne Ogren 

Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 
Ushers: Brian & Adam Sallee 

Lector: Lynette Sallee 
Communion Assistant: Lynette & Amy Sallee  

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
 
 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Frieda Tyler, Debby Shobe 

 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison 

 

Social Concern of the Month: The Council on Aging is serving between 3,200 and 

4,000 lunches per month. Hot lunches are delivered on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Friday’s and sack lunches on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Three vans deliver meal to the 

home bound and a drive-up service is also available. If you would like to donate to the 

Council on Aging please make your check out to Zion Lutheran and note “Council” on 

the memo line.  

 

Week of  02/22-02/28 

Mon 7:00pm Council Meeting 

  Tues 10:00am Staff Meeting 

Wed 12:00pm Men Over Lunch at the Elks 

 1:00pm Lent Worship   

 3:30pm            BLAST 

 3:45pm Confirmation 

Thur 9:00am Quilting 

Sun 9:30am Worship  

 
 

 

 


