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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

January 24, 2021 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to worship today! 
In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the  

Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod. 
If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 
Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County 

face coverings are required throughout the worship service. 
If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available 
online:  Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 
 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Introduction to the day 
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show 
us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 
proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist 
is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see 
at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything 
they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
MINISTRY OF ZION 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. 
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
SCRIPTURE CANTICLE, VV. 1 & 3 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520) 
 
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 
 we have come again to hear you; 
 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
 and in glowing faith be near you 
 as the promises here given 
 draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 
 

3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 
 Light of light from God proceeding, 
 Jesus, send your blessed light; 
 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 
 that our prayers and songs may 

please you, 
 as with grateful hearts we praise 

you. 
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PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 
 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  
 
*GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this 
will respond with repentance and faith. 
P The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 
and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING  
 
*CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, the world, and all people in need. 
(Response to petitions) 
P Let us pray 
C Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 
 
P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 

one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 
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*PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING Lord, Be Glorified  
 
1  In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
            in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
3  In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
             in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
4  In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 
            In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
P O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

C Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all.In the night in which he was betrayed,our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you. 
 
*TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened 

for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit 
to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
*BLESSING 
P God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 



9 
 

*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Serving Us: 

Pr. Lynne Ogren 
Organ: Brian Priest 

Trumpet: Mike Hamling 
Ushers: Kent & Nina Yunker 

Lector: Linda Robinson 
Communion Assistant: Linda Robinson, Foss Wilson, Kathy Trask  

Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 
Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Byron Swanby, Dave 
Leininger 
 
Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 
Adcock, Bob Papp, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison 
 
Social Concern of the Month:  Pr. Bradn Buerkle.  Pr. Buerkle has been in Russia for 
many years supporting and strengthening the Lutheran Church.  If you would like to 
donate to his ministry, make you check out to Zion and note “Missionary” on the memo 
line. 
 
2020 Giving Statements are available in the narthex. Those not picked up by January 
31st will be mailed out in Feduary. 
 
Heart of Montana Love Inc. 
Here is an opportunity to help Caring Ministry and Love Inc. with their fundraiser: Joys 
of Montana Raffle. You can buy tickets for a chance to win some wonderful prizes. Call 
Vickey Cowen for more information. 366-1325 
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Week of  01/25-01/31 
 

Mon 7:00pm Council Meeting Via Zoom 
Tue 10:00am ZLC Staff Meeting 
Wed 12:00pm  Men Over Lunch at the Elks 
 3:30pm BLAST 
 3:45pm Confirmation 
Thur 9:00am Quilting 
Sun 9:30am Worship 
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Serving on Staff: 
Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 
Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 
Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 
E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   
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