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Psalm 62:5-12; Mark 1:14-20 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. Amen 

To paraphrase Jesus’ first words in Mark’s gospel: The time is now! Everything is in place 
for God’s purposes to be made known! Turn from what you have known and turn toward 
something new! Believe, trust, and follow Jesus! 

It is a rare and wonderful thing when two people, even a married couple, come to the same 
conclusion about their future together. It was the mid-90’s and Eric and I had purchased 
our first home in our hometown in Northern California. Our second child was a baby. And 
the plan I had envisioned for our life was starting to unravel a bit.  

I was no longer satisfied in my work as a school teacher, not that I ever really felt like it was 
a calling I excelled at. Eric was feeling a restlessness to leave California—for a variety of 
reasons. The idea that, of my two brothers and me, I would be the one to stay in our 
hometown and care for our parents as they aged was starting to fall apart. 

So, we went searching. My parameters included that, if we were to move away from home, 
we would find a place where we knew someone! This took our search to Washington, first 
to Spokane where Eric’s brother and some of our closest friends lived. But as we drove out 
of town after that visit, we both knew that was not the place for us. 

We drove across the state to a couple of towns where I had cousins. At the home of one of 
them we met a friend of theirs who happened to be an electrical contractor and offered Eric 
a job if we ever decided to move there.  

When we returned home to California, I shared our questions about whether or not we 
should move with a friend. She happened to serve as the church council president and 
received the synod newsletter where she found an advertisement for a Director of Youth & 
Family Ministry at a Lutheran church in the neighboring town to my cousin and her 
electrical contractor friend.   

By the summer I was giving my notice to take a leave of absence from my teaching 
position—just in case things didn’t work out—and we packed up our household and moved 
to Washington.  

The time was right. God had put all the people and situations in place for us to turn from 
what we had known and trust that God was leading us to a place where we could grow and 
be used for God’s good purposes. 

God’s power and presence has always been most vividly made known in my life in the 
timing of things. There is no way we could plan for some of the changes that come our way 
in life—as much as we would like to. I believe that God is always at work, even in the midst 
of our questionable choices and changes, to bring the right people into the right situations 
at the right time. 



Jesus actually begins his ministry in our gospel reading today. So far in chapter one of 
Mark’s gospel, Jesus has been baptized, and he has spent some time being tested in the 
wilderness by Satan—we’ll talk about that more when the season of Lent comes around 
next month.  

But today, in the opening verses of our gospel reading, Jesus begins his ministry by 
proclaiming, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 

Notice, though, that Jesus doesn’t get started until there is a new position open for him, 
after John has been arrested. Jesus waited until the time was right. If he had started 
preaching and teaching while John was still in the picture there may have been some 
confusion with John’s disciples. Who should they listen to? Which one is the Messiah?  

By waiting for the right time, Jesus makes it clear that John had prepared the way—just as 
he had said earlier—and that Jesus was now the one to listen to AND to follow. 

Sometimes life changes and transitions come about after careful planning and preparation. 
And sometimes they take us by surprise! We can prepare for a career change with more 
education and seeking out possible job openings. But maybe you’ve experienced a time 
when someone came to you out of the blue and asked you to take on a position that you 
never saw coming, but they saw something in you that made them think you had what they 
were looking for—rather like those fishermen who became Jesus’ first disciples! 

There they were, minding their own business, a business they had grown up with and had 
become as much a part of their identities as their own names. Two of them were even still 
working with their father. Fishing was their family business and how their family 
functioned. I’m sure those of you who grew up on farms and ranches know how that is. 

And then, this man comes along and says, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately, Mark writes, both Andrew and Peter and then James and John, turned from 
the life they knew and turned toward Jesus, following him into something new.  

When I turned from my second-grade classroom to turn toward a position where my 
primary responsibility was to teach and guide teenagers I felt as ill-equipped as a 
fisherman being told to catch people instead of fish. But here’s the thing—Jesus didn’t call 
fishermen who already knew how to be preachers and teachers. He saw something else in 
them that he could use so that HE could make them into fishers of people.  

When the time is right, when God calls us into a new role or a new phase in life, Jesus calls 
us to believe that God will provide the people and experiences in that new place that we 
will need to be God’s servant there. 

For many of you in your post-retirement years, you might be wondering about other new 
phases in your life. When is it time to down-size into a smaller home? Where will you live? 
When will it be the right time to make that move? And how can you continue to be engaged 
in your community or your family in meaningful ways? 

 



These are as valid and as important questions as those seeking a new job or starting out in 
a new relationship. The Psalm helps us here. It is a psalm of trust in God’s presence, 
protection, and power. Verse 8 can be our prayer in times of wondering or transition: “Put 
your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.” 

This prayer isn’t just for individual believers. It is true for families and congregations and 
even nations. When the time is right, what might God be calling us to turn from? It might 
not necessarily be sin or wrong-doing, although God does call us to repent from that, 
certainly.  

It seems like, especially during this pandemic that we are being called to turn from some of 
the ways we have been living—the hectic, busy, fill-up-our-day-with-every-possible-
activity kind of life. Last spring, I heard families talk about the blessings of staying home 
more when they played more games together, they helped one another in the kitchen more, 
and they felt less rushed and pressured by busy schedules. 

I’m not saying God brought the virus, but perhaps God understood the timing of it to help 
us reset ourselves to paying closer attention to the people around us—our families, the 
elderly, our essential workers, and even those usually overlooked like delivery people and 
custodians and those at the bottom of the wage scale whose jobs were the first to go. 

What might God be preparing us as Zion Lutheran Church to turn from and turn toward? 
What might God see in us that we have to offer our community and our world that we 
never imagined? 

I have a sense that this congregation is on the cusp of something new. And when the time is 
right, will we be ready and willing to turn toward God’s promised future for us? Let us put 
our trust in God always, O people, as we pour out our hearts before the one who is our 
refuge. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 
deaconesses, for missionaries, especially Bradn Buerkle, and for musicians and servers, 
that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and advocates for the poor, that 
God inspire all people in the just use of wealth,  
let us pray. 
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, 
especially those suffering from the coronavirus, and all those named on our prayer list 
today, that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them. For the fair and 
efficient distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine, that God would bring healing and protection, 
especially to the most vulnerable, let us pray. 
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations 
that use our building to provide for others, especially the LoveINC Personal Care Closet and 
the SMILES food ministry, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let 
us pray. 
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel 
living, especially…  
that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 


