
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

July 12, 2020    6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are visiting or new to our church family, we welcome you! 
Restrooms are located in the hallway at the far 

side of the narthex. 
Should your children need to leave during worship, please feel  

free to use the seating in the narthex.  An overhead 
speaker is located in the narthex for your convenience. 
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
July 12, 2020    6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Introduction to the day 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also 
like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the 
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At 
the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
(*Stand) 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

BAPTISM 
God bring those who are baptized out of death and into new life. 

Kit Francie Hoversland, child of Tanner and Kelsi Hoversland is bapitized today.  Kit’s 
sponsors are Josh & Whitney Taylor and Denise Goodwyn.   
 
 
*PRESENTATION 
P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope 

through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from 
sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the 
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

Baptismal sponsors:  We present Kit Francie Hoversland for baptism. 
 
P Tanner and Kelsi, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 

do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 
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P As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 
to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that your child may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: I do. 
 
P Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and 
in communion with the church? 

Response: I do. 
 
P People of God, do you promise to support Kit and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 
C We do. 
 
*PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response:  I renounce them.   
 
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them.  
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P Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, 
and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and 
death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your 
living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given 
new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
P Kit Francie, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 
P Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal 
life.   
Sustain Kit with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Kit, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 
C Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven.  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING Welcome Child of God    Josie Maier & Kenadee Simac 
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*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Almighty God,  
C we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 

help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 
that clap their hands. 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
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 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 65: Psalm 65:9-13 
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of  
        God is | full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves  
      with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The 
Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 
resurrected life. 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that 
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
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is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 
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the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 

shared world. 
(Response to petitions) 
P Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm 

as the heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread:  these are signs of your 
abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts,  that we might proclaim your 
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. 

C Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 
arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
*LAMB OF GOD 
P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
C grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION 

Please remain seated communion will be brought to you. 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
MINISTRY OF ZION 
 
*PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
As we approach the twentieth anniversary of our full communion agreement, "Called to 
Common Mission," we give thanks to God for the partnership we share with The 
Episcopal Church. In the coming months, we will pray for and with one another, seeking 
spiritual renewal in these challenging times, and revival for the common mission we 
share. 
P God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the 

hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.  Send your Holy Spirit to 
enkindle in us your holy fire.  Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.  Wherever and however 
we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we 
and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 



12 

*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pr. Lynne Ogren 

Pianist:  Meryl McKenna 
Ushers:   Bill & Vickey Cowen 

Lector:   Denise Goodwyn  
Communion Assistant:  Vickey Minzel 

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
Website:  www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Contact us:  538-5082  zionelca@midrivers.com 
 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 
 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:  Jessie Stewart, Myrna Heppe (Pr. Lynne’s mother) 
 
Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 
Adcock,  Bob Papp, Harriet Irish, Don Pfau 
 
Social Concern for July:  Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp.  If you would like to 
donate, please make your check to Zion and note “Flathead” on the memo line. 
 

 
 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com
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Week of 7/13 – 7/19/2020 
Wed Noon  Trust Meeting in fireside room 
 6:00pm Worship 
 
Pr. Lynne will be on vacation 7/17 through 7/24.  There will be no worship services 
on Sunday, July 19 or Wednesday, July 22.  Regular worship will resume on 
Sunday, July 26 at 9:30am.   
 
Altar Guild is in need of volunteers for the months of July, October and January.  If you 
would like more information about the duties, call Avis, 538-9401, or the office,  
538-5082.    
 

Serving on Staff: 
Secretary:  Lana Papp 

Bookkeeper & Communications Coordinator:  Lynn Franz 
    Sunday School Superintendent:  Falan Aanenson 

Rainbow Choir Director:  Debby Shobe 
Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 


