
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH LEWISTOWN, MONTANA 
April 19, 2020 Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Other Scripture readings not included in today’s worship: 

Acts2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; John 20:19-31 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



GATHERING SONG Jesus, We Are Gathered: Jesu, tawa pano (ELW 529) 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Peter 1:1-9 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the 
Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood: May grace and peace be 
yours in abundance. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,  
7so that the genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.  



8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY, VV. 1, 3, 4 Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. Guide 
your people to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 
commonalities.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated 
physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, 
grief, and all in need. In our isolation during this pandemic, give us patience as we trust in you to 
transform people, neighborhoods, communities, and nations with hope and new life.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the efforts 
of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and relief workers, 
especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith, especially 
Frank Valech Sr. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to God for every good gift. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  
Amen 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
MINISTRY OF ZION 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
  



SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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