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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

 
Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

December 19, 2021 4th Sunday of Advent 

Introduction to the day 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a 

lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the 

letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the 

church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 

Lord’s death.” (*Stand) 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 

may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

*GATHERING SONG: SERVICE OF LIGHT & MORNING HYMN,  

  HEP, PGS. 2-3 

 

*GREETING: MORNING THANKSGIVING, HEP, P. 4 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: PSALM 141, HEP, PGS. 4-7 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 

always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 

A reading from Micah. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 
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 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 (Spoken responsively) 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation.  

 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 55the promise made | to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.  
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 

A reading from Hebrews. 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 

establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Luke 1:39-45 

A reading from Luke. 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town 

in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that 

the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 

the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: V. 4 ONLY, SUNG 2X Light One Candle to Watch for 

Messiah 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: THE ANNUNCIATION AND MAGNIFICAT,  

  HEP, PGS. 8-9 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 

yearn for God’s presence. 

(Response to petitions) 

P Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 

P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 

prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE & OFFERING: *PLEASE REMAIN STANDING*  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 

with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 

need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 

you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and 

to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*FINAL BLESSING: HEP, P. 12 

 

*SENDING SONG: VERSES 7 & 8 ONLY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 

 

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pastor Stacey Heggem 

Worship assistant: Meryl McKenna 
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 

Acolyte:  
Ushers: Brian Sallee 
Lector: Scot Solberg 

Communion Assistant: Scot & Chelsea Solberg  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter), 

Wendy Pfau, Louise Langford, Mike Phillips, Roger Woltermann, Sandy Baden,  

Jean Reiter 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marvin Beck 

Today is the last day to buy raffle tickets for the quilt in the narthex. 

Emergency Kits- ZYG made kits you can keep in your car. If you see a sibling in Christ 

in need of some extra warmth while you’re out and about, these can be distributed. Please 

take one or two.  

Social Concern for December:  Salvation Army  
The Salvation Army is a Protestant Christian church and an international charitable 
organization. The organization reports a worldwide membership of over 1.7 
million,[3] consisting of soldiers, officers and adherents collectively known as Salvationists. Its 
founders sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute, and hungry by meeting both their 
"physical and spiritual needs". It is present in 132 countries,[4] running charity shops, 
operating shelters for the homeless and disaster relief, and humanitarian aid to developing 
countries. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army#cite_note-stats-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army#cite_note-128_countries-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charity_shop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_shelter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homelessness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disaster_relief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_aid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country


13 
 

Today: 

 Due to the uptick in COVID cases we will not be passing the offering plate at this time. 

Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

 

 

Week of 12/20– 12/26 

   Mon  7:00pm Council Meeting 

   Wed  10:00am Staff Meeting 

     12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     No BLAST Confirmation or ZYG 

   Thurs  9:00am Quilting 

   Fri  3:00pm Indoor service 

     5:30pm Outdoor service 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

       

      Upcoming Events 

   12/29  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     No BLAST, Confirmation, ZYG 

   12/30  9:00am Quilting 

   1/2  9:30am Worship 

 

 
     Serving on Staff: 

Pastor Stacey Heggem 

Youth and Family Director: Pr. Stacey Heggem 

Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 

E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

