
God’s Grace and Peace be with you as we offer our worship to Christ this 
morning.    
  

Today is the second Sunday of Epiphany!  Now that the holidays have 
“come and gone” and 2021 turned anew, we Christians continue to 
celebrate Christ’s birth and saving entrance into our world just a little bit 
longer.  Yes, we’re those people--an insistent, jovial and rambunctious 
bunch that can’t help but draw out the celebration of Christ’s birth for as 
long as possible.  Actually, we celebrate it all year long, don’t we?  This is, 
in part, due to our love for ritual and ceremony--the means by which we 
draw out or highlight the sacredness of life in often-ordinary events like 
birth, our thirst for water, and our hunger for the bread and wine of 
Christ.  But, more importantly, we have so much to be thankful for as 
Christians that we can’t help but praise God 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days out of the year! 
  
Continuing the celebration is exactly what Epiphany is for.  Like I 
mentioned to the kids, Epiphany began on January 6th, a week ago 
today.  The Epiphany season in the church will end on Ash Wednesday, 
March 2nd of this year, signifying the beginning of Lent.  During Lent, we 
acknowledge the tediousness of life and what it really means to be 
wanderers on earth—people who are always journeying to find God and 
wholeheartedness even when the throes of life seek to get the best of 
us.  Backing up to our present time in Epiphany, though, we’re just 
venturing out.  We’re not tired yet.  Rather, we’re curious and elated!  Our 
packs don’t feel as heavy as they’re going to feel. Our feet aren’t yet sore.   
  

Much like the Magi on their journey, we’re just starting to see signs or 
guideposts leading us to the Christ child--who he was and is-- along our 
way through Epiphany.  “A sign, like water turning into gallons of wonderful 
wine  [in today’s Gospel], points to something bigger than itself--its value 
determined within a larger context.  The signs of Jesus have meaning in 
relationship to who Jesus is, fully human and fully God, and what is being 
revealed about God’s own character through these signs. John, today’s 
Gospel writer, uses signs to point out and explain how we receive grace 
upon grace from God through Jesus.” 
  

Again, Jesus turning water into wine is a sign.  As we learned about last 
week, Jesus getting baptized as the heavens split open and the spirit of 
God descended upon Christ in the form of a dove--this was a sign too.  And 



we’ll continue to see signs along our journey into Lent and all the way to 
the empty cross of Easter.  God’s intentions to manifest love on earth as it 
is in heaven, God’s desire to be in relationship with us as we seek to be in 
relationship with God and neighbor, God’s insistence to grant us 
forgiveness and hope for an eternal future, God’s shape and design for all 
fo creation--all of this gets revealed too!   
  

So are we prepared to set out?  Pull out your good hiking shoes, my 
friends, because we’re about to embark on an adventure!  What are we 
going to pack with us?  Much like the kings from the Orient, perhaps it's 
pertinent to bring gifts to Christ as we go as well--or at least evaluate what 
we have to offer as we set out.  Will our gifts to Christ come out of thanks, 
praise and amazement like those of the Wise Men?  What is our equivalent 
to the gold, frankincense and myrrh the Magi offered Christ?  These are 
interesting questions to think about as we consider not only the monetary 
value of these gifts but also their symbolic value as well.   
  

Beginning with gold, for instance, this is a precious metal that holds value 
even today.  But the gold offered by the wise men signified more.  These 
men were kings in the lands from which they came, or they were at least 
distinguished men and said to be of a priestly class.  Yet they offered their 
gold to a baby (born in a manger to peasant parents) not in exchange for 
something in return but as a sign of their own humility.  Gold was their gift 
as fit for a king—a king they knew was above all kings, one who surpassed 
even their own dignified status.  
  
When we talk about giving of our time and talents in the church, how often 
do we give so to hold in check our own desires for a kingly or dignified 
status so often attempted and alluded to by the things we own, the 
mansions we build, and cars we drive?  The gold they gave baby Jesus 
was given as a sign of reverence, worship and servility or humbleness, as 
should be our own offerings to God.  And far more precious than the value 
of gold is the disposition of our hearts and minds when we give.  Even 
when we feel that we have very little, our gratitude for what God has done 
for us in Christ is worth far more than all the precious metals in the world.  
          

What about frankincense?  What is its value and what does it mean to offer 
frankincense to Christ?  Frankincense was and is still a costly and fragrant 
gum distilled from Boswellia trees found in ancient Persia, India, the 
Arabian Peninsula and Northern Africa.  It is extracted from these trees by 



slashing their bark in a process known as stripping.  When the bark of a 
tree is slit open, a white resin or gum seeps from the gashes.  This gum 
hardens after months and is eventually gathered and sold in clumps of 
aromatic, hardened resin.   
  

Temple priests traditionally burned frankincense, or the hardened resin, as 
they made meal-offerings to God.  It has been used as a perfume and 
fragrance for purifying sacred spaces for thousands of years.  It is said, 
therefore, that the frankincense given by the Magi was meant to foretell 
Christ’s priestly inscription as foreseen by God’s ancient prophets.  Its 
properties and the process by which frankincense is harvested are of most 
interest to me.  The gum of a Boswellia tree, when slashed, bleeds 
out.  The hardened resin deposits, after being exposed to the outside world 
for so long, are appropriately called tears.  The hardened tears are 
harvested and then burned in ceremonies. And when frankincense is 
burned, nothing remains, not even a single trace of ash.   
  

How perfectly does the harvesting of frankincense mirror our own 
hurts?  So often we’re slashed open in this world, our wounds exposed; 
they bleed and gush--our tears and insides hardened by the world’s 
injustices.  Yet, we offer our tears, our sins, our struggles and our failures 
to Christ and they’re quickly burned up.  Nothing is left behind except 
everything that is healing for us and everything that is pleasing to God.  Our 
frankincense is our hurts and pains. We’re packing them for the journey 
ahead.     
  

Finally, our Christmas story tells us that the Wise Men also offered myrrh to 
Christ.  Myrrh is extracted in a similar manner to frankincense, but rather 
from Commiphora myrrha trees or bushes that are very thorny.  The gum, 
too, when hardened is fragrant and used for ceremonial practices.  The 
bible mentions myrrh being used as an incense during ceremonies and 
also as a holy oil for anointing temples and embalming the dead. 
Compared to frankincense, it’s bitter and spicy to the taste.   
Some believe the Magi brought myrrh as a foretelling of Christ’s eventual 
death.  For me, the gift of myrrh is an offering or a handing over of our own 
death to Christ.  Giving our myrrh to Christ is the act of putting our fear of 
death to rest.  It’s an offering that testifies to our trust in Christ, who is the 
anointed and the anointer.  He is the one who can heal our wounds and 
lessen our anxieties.  The Christ child is the one who promises us 
salvation, love, grace, forgiveness, and freedom.  Myrrh is our hope.  We 



offer it to Christ.  We offer it along with our gold and our frankincense.  We 
offer these gifts to Christ--our humility, our tears, and our hope--because it 
is Christ who gave of himself as our most precious gift in the first place.   
  

Are we able to accept the gifts of God as we journey?  Yes, we carry gifts 
with us for God in Christ but the mark of a good gift-giver is one’s ability to 
accept gifts in turn. For in both giving and receiving we are forging a 
relationship that will continue to replenish our depleted hearts and 
struggling hopes whenever the road of life gets a little too long.  God’s gifts 
in Christ--those being forgiveness, mercy, love, grace, and so much more--
these are meant to assure us we are valued beyond measure and loved 
more than Christ’s life itself.  For all of what we have as we journey, we 
have God to thank!   
  

Here’s one more question to ponder as you leave from here today.  What 
would life be if it weren’t a journey?  Where would we get our sense of 
adventure, our stories, the development of our fortitude and strength, and 
our finetuning of trust in God and each other?  If we ended up right where 
we needed to be with little to no adversity, how would we grow?  We’d have 
little to learn and even less to understand.  So with gifts in hand, as we look 
for signs of God’s greatness along the way, we step out with a sure and 
certain hope.  And we don’t do it alone.  We have each other as company 
and support lines along the way.   
  

Meaning, there’s nothing stopping us, dear Church!  Let’s get on our 
way!  Are you ready?  Let’s kick off this journey with some praise.  Please 
stand as we sing of Jesus our song and strength.  Amen.     
 


