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  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

July 31, 2022 

 
Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

July 31, 2022 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Introduction to the day 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally 

overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on 

guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also 

been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that 

are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the 

encouragement of God’s word. (*Stand) 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG What Is This Place (ELW 524) 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE (ALL VERSES)  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray.  

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us 

to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 

what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation 

of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in 

the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift 

from God. 

A reading from Ecclesiastes. 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God 

has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the 

sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 

 

 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 

those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet 

they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also 

is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my 

labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and 

knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This 

also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with 

which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a 

vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 49:1-12 (Spoken responsively) 

 1Hear this, | all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 

 2you of high de- | gree and low, 

  rich and | poor together. 

 3My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 

 4I will incline my ear | to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.  

 5Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 

 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 

  and boast of | their great riches? 

 7One can never re- | deem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 

 8for the ransom of a life | is so great 

  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 

 9in order to live forev- | er and ever 

  and never | see the grave. 

 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 

 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | 

generation, 

  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 

 12Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 

  they are like the | beasts that perish.  
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SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized 

shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of 

greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

A reading from Colossians. 

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on 

those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were 

living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that 

you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the 

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In 

that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ANCIENT WORDS) (ELW p. 188) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against 

identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s 

relationship with God. 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told 

them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to 

himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will 

do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 

night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 

toward God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 
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*CREED  

P With whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

(Response to Prayers) 

P Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

P Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*OFFERING HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER  

P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 

gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

1 Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see 

all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes. 

 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 

the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth 

with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 

 

 

2 Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread 

and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: 

the promised feast of plenty comes. 

Refrain 

 

3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 

find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: 

the promised green of Eden comes. 

Refrain 
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*PREFACE  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION  

P The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS (BLUE WITH ONE VOICE PEW HYMNALS) 

"Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love" WOV 765 

"Bind Us Together" WOV 748 

"Listen, God Is Calling" WOV 712 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 
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*DISMISSAL  

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI 
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Serving Us: 
Pastor: Stacey Heggem 
Pianist: Meryl McKenna 

Ushers: Phil Koterba 
Lector: Karen Combs 

Communion Assistant: Kent & Nina Yunker 
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),   

Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly, deployed to Kuwait), DeAnn Paulson, Lloyd 

McGuire 

 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, 

Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: S.M.I.L.E.S. Supplemental Meals in Lewistown 

Elementary Schools S.M.I.L.E.S. provides food for elementary students on the weekends. 

100% of every donation stays local and goes to our community!  

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark SMILES in the memo line 

of you check. 

 

Love Inc. is hosting this year’s 47th Annual Women’s Retreat (formally Ladies Advance)  

September 30 – October 1. The theme this year is “Rooted and Grounded in Love”. You 

can find more information on the bulletin board and the table in the narthex. You can also 

contact Laurie Zauche (314) 825-3160   
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Today: 

Join us in the fellowship hall after worship for a meet and greet with Pr. Audrey Rydbom. 

 

Week of 6/1 – 6/7 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   Thurs  6:45am Men’s Bible Study   

     9:00am Quilting 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

  

Upcoming 

   6/10  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   6/11  9:00am Quilting 

   6/14  9:30am Worship 


