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  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

July 24, 2022 

 
Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

July 24, 2022 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Introduction to the day 

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when 

Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in 

Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so 

strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength 

within me.” (*Stand) 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 

L God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 

may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
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L God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 

 

*GATHERING SONG God Is Here! 
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*GREETING 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*KYRIE (ALL VERSES) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to 

pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us 

your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and 

give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32 

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful 

humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of 

Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 

A reading from Genesis. 

20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 

very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 

according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

 22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 

standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 

away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; 

will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 
25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the 

righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will 

forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself 

to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous 

are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not 

destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found 

there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not 

let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not 

do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. 

Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy 



7 
 

it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose 

ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 138 (Spoken responsively) 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.  

 3When I called, you | answered me; 

  you increased my | strength within me. 

 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 

 5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 

 6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty | from afar.  

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall 

save me. 

 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of 

your hands. R 
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SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of 

philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is 

mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in 

baptism. 

A reading from Colossians. 

6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

 

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not 

according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have 

come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also you 

were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the 

circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised 

with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when 

you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood 

against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed 

the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ANCIENT WORDS) 

 
*GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming 

reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his 

disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer. 

L The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 

to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, “When 

you pray, say:  

 Father, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come. 

  3Give us each day our daily bread. 
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 4And forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 

and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, 

and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; 

the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 

and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 

because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him 

whatever he needs. 

 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 

the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone 

among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if 

the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!” 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Ask the Complicated Questions 
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*CREED 

P With whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

(Response to prayers) 

L Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

L Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

L The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*OFFERING HYMN Seek Ye First (WOV 783) 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

L Let us pray. 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of 

all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

L It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

L In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS (WITH ONE VOICE PEW HYMNALS) 

"Oh Lord hear my Prayer" WOV 772 

"On Eagles Wings" WOV 779 

"Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil" WOV 713 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

L The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another,  

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

L The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

L The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord 
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*DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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”Meryl McKenna, a Lay Pastoral associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation this 

Sunday”   

Serving Us: 
LPA: Meryl McKenna 

Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 
Ushers: Foss Wilson 

Lector: Linda Robinson 
Communion Assistant: Linda Robinson & Kathy Trask 

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),   

Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly, deployed to Kuwait), DeAnn Paulson, Lloyd 

McGuire  

 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, 

Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: S.M.I.L.E.S. Supplemental Meals in Lewistown 

Elementary Schools S.M.I.L.E.S. provides food for elementary students on the weekends. 

100% of every donation stays local and goes to our community!  

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark SMILES in the memo line 

of you check. 

 

Love Inc. is hosting this year’s 47th Annual Women’s Retreat (formally Ladies Advance)  

September 30 – October 1. The theme this year is “Rooted and Grounded in Love”. You 

can find more information on the bulletin board and the table in the narthex. You can also 

contact Laurie Zauche (314) 825-3160   
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Please join Zion as we have a welcoming meet and greet for Pr. Audrey Rydbom next 

Sunday, July 31st after worship.  

 

Week of 7/25 – 7/31 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

     10:30am Meet and Greet  

with Pr..Audrey Rydbom 

  

Upcoming 

   6/3  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   6/4  6:45am Men’s Bible Study   

     9:00am Quilting 

   6/7  9:30am Worship 


