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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

July 11, 2021 

 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

July 11, 2021 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction to the day 

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he 

becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks 

truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned 

from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the 

ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to 

proclaim God’s saving love. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 
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GATHERING SONG Lift Up Your Heads (Kendrick) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

C Amen. 

L Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

God, our provider, 

C help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which 

we live. We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 

L Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREETING 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L Let us pray. O God,   

C from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to 

us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended 

from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15 

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an 

ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the 

northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court 

prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel. 

A reading from Amos. 

7This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with 

a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do 

you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  

 “See, I am setting a plumb line 

  in the midst of my people Israel; 

  I will never again pass them by; 

 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos 

has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to 

bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,  

 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

  and Israel must go into exile 

  away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread 

there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 

sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 

  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 

herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the 

flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 (spoken responsively) 
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 8I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to 

you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29 

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the 

Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of 

those opposed to the gospel of salvation. 

L The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. 

Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason 

these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a 

prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 

whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 

prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 
18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for 

Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. 

When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an 

opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 

officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 

wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will 

give you, even half of my kingdom.” 

 24She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head 

of John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want 

you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply 

grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 
27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He 

went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 

girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came 

and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Justice Flow like Streams 
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*CREED 

L With the whole church let us confess our faith.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to 

yourself. Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon 

us, and redeem us from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest 

of sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of 

fruit, grain, and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of 

prophets in our own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky 

to do so. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are 

survivors of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those 

who are victims of prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray 

especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for the 

custodian(s) and maintenance workers, for our office staff, and for all of our 

volunteers. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the 

faith. We remember those in this community who have recently die . United with 

them as God’s children, assure us that we are yours forever. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 
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*PEACE 

L The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING, VV. 1 & 4 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 

L Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 

these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L  Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

L Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

L The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG Christ, Be Our Light 

 
*DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Meryl McKenna, a Lay Pastoral Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in 

this congregation this Sunday.  
 

 
Serving Us: 

Lay Pastoral Associate Meryl McKenna 
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 

Ushers: Aaron Aanenson 
Lector: Scot Solberg 

Communion Assistant: Scot & Chelsea Solberg 
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter), 

Dr Mike Sura, Patty Wright (Ken Franz’s sister) 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: S.M.I.L.E.S. Supplemental Meals in Lewistown 

Elementary Schools 

S.M.I.L.E.S. provides food for elementary students on the weekends. 100% of every 

donation stays local and goes to our community! If you would like to contribute to this 

effort, then please mark SMILES in the memo line of your check.  

 

Altar Guild is in need of volunteers for the months of September, October, February, 

and July.  If you would like information about the duties of altar guild volunteers, call 

Lana, 366-2364. 
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ZLCW is looking for an Adult Forum Refreshment Coordinator to help Laurie 

Bentley in recruiting refreshments for the fall season starting in September.  

 

A congregational survey was sent out by the Call Committee. Please complete and 

return it to the church by July 18th.  

 

Week of  07/12-07/18 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch at the Elk’s 

   Thur   6:45am Men’s Bible Study   

     9:00am Quilting    

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

 
Serving on Staff: 

Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 

    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 

Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 

E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 

Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   
 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

